On Our MARC: 


I would like to thank Steve & Jeannie Brown for hosting the picnic again this year. The weather was 
nice, lots of good food and stories to tell. You would have been able to hear all the stories if you didn’t 
get lost. Yes, I even got lost! 


For those that didn’t attend the picnic, here are your Officers for the current year: President - Jacki 
Frederick KI6QOG, Vice President — Ron Schuetz K9THR, Secretary - Rhonda Curtis WS9H, 
Treasurer — Marlys Barr KD9BHM and Trustee - Chris Frederick KQ9Y. Would like to thank Bruce 
for all his work the last two years. Good job Bruce!! You will be missed at our monthly officer’s 
meeting. 


The officers will be looking at ways that we can bring back old members, work on getting new 
members and keeping the current members. We will be discussing topics that the club might like to 
have presented. If you have any topics that you would like to see presented, please let us know. 


Please mark your calendar for Oct 20" through the 22" as Andrew Murrey will be hosting Jamboree on 
the air on with the Boy Scouts. I’m sure Andrew would like some help so if you have any time and 
would like to help, please send him an email. Also, please mark Oct 31th for the Goblin patrol. I’m 
hoping Dave Daily will have more information for us at the meeting. This is a yearly event and the 
Greenwood Police Department and the Johnson County Sheriff’s Department really appreciate our 
help. And most likely all the car and truck traffic on I-65. 


Hope to see you Saturday! 


Jacki KI6QOG 
President 


—) 


Heo S Birthday 


Birthdays for the month of October: 


AF9YSE-Steve Ellis 
KC9INJM- Bob Jones 
KN9IC-Rudy Richardson 
WV9W-Jim Smith 
KC9IZMV-Clifford Whitrock 
KD9FFH-Greg Mitchum 
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TyMD380tools for Tytera MD-380 


ka 15 October 2017 | by Bob KONR 


The Tytera MD-380 is an low cost radio for analog FM and DMR 
on the 70cm band . One of the limitations with the radio is that 
it only holds 1000 contacts...which seems like a lot of contacts 
but it fills up quickly. With DMR, each radio or user has a 
unique 7-digit radio ID number. For ham radio use, the DMR- 
MARC organization maintains a database that maps radio ID 
number to user name and callsign. If a user is in your contact 
list, the user’s name and callsign pops up in your radio’s display. 
Otherwise, you just see the radio ID which is not very helpful. 
There are over 63,000 users in the database with more being 


added on a daily basis. 


There are a number of firmware updates to the MD380 and I have not checked 
them all out. I heard some guys talking about the TyYMD380Tools on one of the 
DMR talkgroups, so I decided to give it a try. This software was developed by 


KG5RKI and is easily installed from Windows without a lot of messing around. 
This firmware upgrade loads the entire DMR-MARC database into the radio. 
Now that I have the worldwide database of DMR users loaded onto the radio, its 
like having caller ID on my HT (see photo below). Actually, its better than that, it 
pulls up the other ham’s full name, callsign and location information. 


This may not seem like a big deal but I’ve found it to be surprisingly useful. I am 
often scanning a few channels or talkgroups with my radio and just listening 
casually. I may not be tracking who’s talking but I can just look at the radio to see 
who’s on the air. It’s one of those convenience features that makes me think “why 
don’t all of my radios do this?” 


The TyMD380Tools implements a bunch of other features but increasing the 
number of contacts has been the most important one for me. This is a great 
example of radio amateurs adapting (“hacking”) commercial gear with 
improvements for ham radio use. KK4VCZ, DL4YHF and others contributed to this 
code. Check out the software...seems to work great. 

73, Bob KONR 
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ARES S.E.T. 2017 


A powerful wind storm blew through Indiana September 30" knocking down trees (TEST) leveling 
homes and businesses (EXERCISE) and flooding many areas of the Hoosier state. The (SIMULATED) 
ARES test forced Johnson county ARES members to activate a four hour simplex net to handle 
emergency communications. At the helm was Johnson county ARES EC Bob LaGrange-N9SIU. He 
was assisted by RACES coordinator Dave Daily-KB9LOT and backup net control operator Brenda 
Haler-KC9EBL. Jack Parker-W8ISH was assigned to handle the digital Packet traffic while repeater 
Trustee Chris Frederick-KQ9Y assisted with EOC radio logistics. John McGrath-KF6EFG was on 
hand to lend assistance if needed. 


Four VHF/UHF radios were used to run the simplex Net for Johnson county and to contact other 
counties working simplex during the morning exercise. Fourteen hams checked into the Johnson 
county net. Some were confused by the simplex communications. LaGrange explained that the 
statewide SET dictated that all counties were to bypass local repeaters and communicate via simplex. 
This statewide test had been planned for several weeks and ironically followed on the heels of real 
hurricane disasters in Texas, Florida and Puerto Rico where simplex communications became 
necessary. 


Johnson county stations checking in were plotted on a county wide map. This gave ARES officials a 
good idea on how well simplex communications can work if needed in a real disaster. At the end of the 
morning exercise Jack-W8ISH passed the Johnson county test results onto the Indiana SEC using the 
statewide 75 meter HF network. Bob-N9SIU was pleased with the response and felt the new EOC 
communications room behind the prosecutor’s office worked well during the exercise. 


geueunteeeseessees Jack-wSish 


Bob and Chris tune radios Dave mans the computer 


Bob, Chris and Brenda John KF6EFG here to assist 


New Generator 


Good news for the Johnson county Emergency Operations Radio Room. A multi- 
kilowatt Blue Star backup generator as been installed behind the prosecutors building. 
This will provide our EOC radio room a constant source of power if the city of Franklin 
or the prosecutors office loses power. 


-w8ish 


New Blue Star Generator 


Ed. Note: The generator had just been installed and was not ready for use during the SET. 


HAM? HAM radio? ham radio? Amateur Radio? amateur radio! 
By Dan Romanchik, KB6NU 


On the ARRL PR mailing list, we've been discussing the proper way to refer to amateur radio. What 
ee this up was an email from one list subscriber, Richard, WB6NAH, who was (rightful! ) ed 
: the work that his club—the Skagit Amateur Radio Emergency Communications cb wae He 

e noted that they were even featured in the police department's emergency preparedness tes eee . 


Sasic 
Emergency 
Supply Kit 


citizens tO assist their family, 
bors, and community 
ing a disaster. More details 


on upcoming classes can 


RECOVERY is the phase 


that starts after the immediate 
threat to human life has subsided. 


pe found at: heeps://www. 
skagitcc sunty-net/ Departments 
EmergencyManagement/cert.htm 


If you have a 

desire to become 

a volunteer 

firefighter/ 

emergency medical 

responder with the Anacortes 
Fire Department, we are looking 
for members to join forces in this 
challenging and rewarding path 
roward serving our community. 


More information about our 
m can be found at 
hetp://www.cityofanacortes. 
org/volunteer_program.php*. 
WWro4FGluCg 


The Anacortes 
Police Department 
has a robust group 
of Citizen Patrol 
Members who are also 
available to assist during 
disasters. For information 
on joining the Anacortes Citizens 
Patrol, go to http://www. 
cityofanacortes.org/auxiliary_ 
patrol.php#.W WfsSFG luCg 


You could also join our Anacortes 
HAM radio group, and become 
a certified HAM radio operator. 
HAM radio operators are dedicated 
citizens who can communicate 
and coordinate important events 
for our first responders. Go to 
https://skagithamradio. 
wordpress.com/ REUR "2p 
for additional 7 
information 
including %, Py 
phone and email 
contacts. 


The immediate goal of the recovery 
phase is to bring the affected 

area back to normalcy as quickly 
as possible. For citizens, these 
activities might include getting 
back to work, recovering from 
injuries or illness, restoring lost 
utilities, and repairing damages to 


VA First Aid Kit 
Water, one gallor 


water per pe 
day for at le 

days, for drinking and 
sanitation 


our homes or businesses. 


It is extremely difficult to clear 
out the clutter of our everyday 
demands on our time, and to 
dedicate time to engage in these 
four basic steps: Mitigation, 
Preparedness, Response, and 
Recovery, but it is incumbent on 
individuals to pull rogether and 
incrementally get ready for furure 
disasters! 


Additional items for Emegency supply kit 


Prescription Medications and glasses 
Infant formula and diapers 

Pet food and extra water for your pet 
Importand family documents such 
as copies of insurance policies, 
identification and bank account 
records in a waterproof, portable 
container 


Cash or traveler's checks and change 


Emergency reference material such 
as a first aid book or information 
from www.ready.gov 

Sleeping bag or warm blandet for 
each person. Consider additional 
bedding if you live ina cold-weather 
climate. 

Complete change of clothing 
including a long sleeved shirt, jong 
pants and sturdy shoes. 
Household chlorine bleach and 
medicine dropper 

Fire Extinguisher 

Matches in a water tight container 
Feminine supplies 

Mess kits, paper cups, plates and 
plastic utensils, paper towels 
Paper and pencil 

Books, games, puzzles or other 
activities for children 


w” 


Y 


Y 
Y 
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Food, at least a 
three-day supply of 
non-perishable food 


Battery-powered or 
hand crank radio and a 
NOAA Weather Radio 
with tone alert and 
extra batteries for both 


Flashlight and extra 
batteries 


Cell phone with 
chargers, inverter or 
solar charger 


Whistle to signal for 
help 


Dust mask to help filter 
contaminated air and 
plastic sheeting and 
duct tape to 
shelter-in-place 


Moist towelettes, 
garbage bags and 
plastic ties for persona 
sanitation 


Wrench or pliars to tu 
off utilities 


Y Local maps 


Can opener for food 
(if kit contains canne 
food) 


Fall 2017 ATG 


a eens CR SRE S855. BIS" °433. 8: ® 3 
As you can see, the brochure refers to "HAM radio" and "HAM radio operators." 


Referring to amateur radio in this way just drives me crazy. "Ham radio" is just a nickname f 

radio, and "HAM" is certainly not an acronym for anything. I congratulated Richard on getti i a 

aes in the brochure, but noted, "...it’s not HAM radio! It’s either ‘amateur radio' pen ao " 

: am is not an acrony ay) I nae to be nitpicky about this, but as a professional writer, this usage just 
rives me crazy." He replied, "I agree on Amateur Radio, that was the city's call." 


That kicked off the discussion. 


One ham replied to me privately, "Thank you... am continually trying to explain that it is not an 
acronym or abbreviation." 


Another replied to the list: 


The most correct term is "amateur radio" or alternatively "ham radio", both written in 
normal case. If using "ham radio", it is a best practice to first write "amateur (ham) radio" 
in the first non-header/non-title occurrence. 


Some will write "Amateur Radio" in proper noun format (first letters in caps) and while this 
may be acceptable to many and in certain venues, anyone using a style handbook will say it 
is incorrect. Less correct is to write "Ham Radio" in proper noun format as this is a slang 
term, albeit a popular one. Of course either term may be written as proper nouns when part 
of a title or name of an organization. 


Least correct is to write "HAM" in all caps; as stated by others, ham is not an abbreviation 
or acronym. Writing it as "HAM" is completely wrong, will drive many people bonkers, 
and should be avoided at all costs. 


Ward, NOAX, offered this explanation: 


To clarify where the capitalization originated, there is a long-standing ARRL Board 
Directive, decades old, stipulating that the words "Amateur Radio" be capitalized in ARRL 
publications and documents. Most non-amateur publications return it to the lower-case 
style that is used for non-proper nouns. 


One guy got a little miffed that we were wasting our time discussing this at all: 


You know, I've been reading this thread and I think people are getting too hung up on very 
minor details. The bottom line they got PR. So something wasn't spelled right or 
capitalized, so what. The message got out and IMHO that's the bottom line. Let's not waste 
any more bandwidth on this. 


I agreed that it was great that they were included in the brochure, and that we were probably beating 
this topic to death, but I don’t think these are minor details. I said that PR professionals pride 
themselves on getting the details right. So should amateur radio PR people. 


I'll give the final word to Dan, AI4GK. He wrote: 


I don't think that standardizing what we call ourselves qualifies as getting hung up on minor 
details. If we don't have a standardized way of referring to us, how can we expect a public, 
who already is confused, to understand who we are? 


I don't think that you can argue with this. Let's avoid confusion by using "amateur radio" when writing 
about our hobby/service. I'd even urge the ARRL to rethink their use of "Amateur Radio." Sometimes, 
it may be OK to use "ham radio," but it's just not correct to use "HAM radio" or just "HAM." 


Dan, KB6NU, is the author of the “No Nonsense” amateur radio license study guides and blogs about 
amateur radio at KB6NU.Com. When he's not picking nits about the name of our hobby, he teaches 
ham radio classes and operates CW on the HF bands. You can email him at cwgeek@kb6nu.com. 


The lighter side of HAM Radio 


UP-— COMING ACTIVITIES AND HAMFESTS 


10/21/2017 —-0800 MARC Monthly meeting at the Johnson County REMC. 
Johnson County REMC 750 International Drive Franklin, IN 46131. 
10/21/2017 -—0800 Shelby County Talegate Hamfest — Free — Shelby County Fairgrounds 
10/31/2017 — Halloween — Goblin Patrol — after 1830 

11/18/2017 —0800 MARC Monthly meeting at the Johnson County REMC. 
Johnson County REMC 750 International Drive Franklin, IN 46131. 
12/16/2017 — 0800 MARC Monthly meeting at the Johnson County REMC. 
Annual Christmas Pitch-in Breakfast 

Johnson County REMC 750 International Drive Franklin, IN 46131. 
01/20/2018 — 0800 MARC Monthly meeting at the Johnson County REMC. 
Johnson County REMC 750 International Drive Franklin, IN 46131. 
02/17/2018 — 0800 MARC Monthly meeting at the Johnson County REMC. 
Johnson County REMC 750 International Drive Franklin, IN 46131. 
03/17/2018 — 0800 MARC Monthly meeting at the Johnson County REMC. 
Johnson County REMC 750 International Drive Franklin, IN 46131. 


Reminder: This is JOTA Weekend 

10/19/2017 

With nearly 600 stations in the US registered to take part in Scouting’s 60th Jamboree on the Air (JOTA) 
October 20-22, and many more planning to operate around the world, expect some additional activity on 
the bands. Listen for JOTA stations and help to introduce some Scouts to Amateur Radio. JOTA uses 
Amateur Radio to link Scouts and hams around the world, around the nation, and in communities. 


The Boy Scouts of America has posted operator guidelines and suggested frequencies. 


For more information go to www.arrl.org 


MID-SATE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 


The Mid-State Amateur Radio Club meets the THIRD SATURDAY of each month 
at the Johnson County REMC 750 International Drive Franklin, IN 46131. 


See our website, www.midstatehams.org, for maps on how to get to our meeting. 


Everyone is welcome; you do not have to be a HAM to attend our meetings or a member of the club. 


WA9YRDF Repeater: Club Officers: 

President: Jacki Frederick — K16QOG 
146.835/ Vice President: Ron Schuetz -K9THR 
146.235 MHz Secretary: Rhonda Curtis - WS9H 
(151.4 Hz PL Tone) Treasurer: Marlys Barr — KD9BHM 


Repeater Trustee - Chris Frederick — KQ9Y 
WAYRDF Repeater: 
443.525/ 
448.525 MHz 
(151.4 Hz PL Tone) 


Weekly Net: Sunday evening 7:00 PM ARES/RACES members and ALL RADIO AMATEURS 
146.835/146.235 MHz (151.4 Hz PL Tone) 


The Official Newsletter of the Mid-State Amateur Radio Club 
P.O. Box 836 
Franklin, Indiana 
46131 
Spark Gap Editor: Robert LaGrange N9SIU 


Please send your articles to my email: n9siu@yahoo.com no later than the 3rd of the month 


Special thanks to Johnson County REMC for the use of their community room for meetings and testing. 


